FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
For more information contact:
Weekday: Aleksandra Petrovic, Tel: (519) 579-1096 Ext. 3009, aleksandra@waterlooregion.org
Weekend: Trudy Beaulne, trudy@waterlooregion.org, Cell: 519-590-6211

____________________________________________________
24th Annual FESTIVAL OF NEIGHBOURHOODS CELEBRATION
Sunday November 19, 2017
1 pm – 3 pm
Kitchener City Hall Rotunda
REACH!
Everyone is welcome to the celebration of neighbourhoods!
Kitchener’s Festival of Neighbourhoods encourages everyone to REACH out
to all of their neighbours to build a stronger community. Step off the front
porch, cross the sidewalk and invite neighbours to come together. In doing
this, we bring together the diversity of our neighbourhoods!
The annual Festival of Neighbourhoods Celebration is a gathering of keen community leaders who have
taken the time to reach out and build connections in the neighbourhoods where they live. Community
clean-ups, front porch talent, Canada 150 events, Jane’s Walks and fun fairs are just a few examples of
what local citizens have done to bring neighbours together. Proud neighbours will share stories of what
they did, the steps they took to encourage all neighbours to join in and how their neighbourhood has
become a better place to live because of it – safer, healthier and more connected.
Forty-nine neighbourhoods have registered a total of 130 neighbourhood events between October 1,
2016 and October 6, 2017. More than 17,300 people took part in the neighbourhood activities that have
been registered during this past year.
Registered neighbourhoods are eligible for awards given out at the Celebration! Grand prizes this year
are two neighbourhood improvement grants from the City of Kitchener, each for $20,000. Since the
start of the Festival in 1994, twenty-four (24) community projects have been made possible through the
Festival grant.
This year, the Social Development Centre Waterloo Region will again offer the Neighbourhood
Connections Award to a neighbourhood that wants to improve the quality of life for its residents. It is
awarded to a group that demonstrates a need and indicates a desire to participate in such a process
with the Social Development Centre.

More…

The annual Celebration of neighbourhood leaders helps to showcase the important role citizens play in
making Kitchener neighbourhoods vibrant and healthier places to live for everyone. As noted by Trudy
Beaulne, Executive Director, Social Development Centre Waterloo Region: “Reaching out across the
diversity in our neighbourhoods is not easy but is so worth the effort. On behalf of the Social
Development Centre, I am pleased we are partnering with the City of Kitchener and with John
MacDonald Architect in support of this approach to including everyone to enrich community life in
Kitchener.”

Other awards:
Ward Challenge Award
This award is presented to the councillor whose ward had the most registered activities.
Newcomer Award - Sponsored by Victoria Park Neighbourhood Association
Awarded to a neighbourhood that has registered for the first time.
Neighbourhood Pillar Award - Sponsored by Steed and Evans
Awarded to a neighbourhood that has registered five plus consecutive years.
Arts & Culture Award -Sponsored by Alejandra Ivic, RE/MAX Twin City Realty Inc.
This award is given to a neighbourhood for an activity that has included the arts in an activity.
Youth Award - Sponsored by Waterloo Regional Police Service
This award is given to a neighbourhood for an activity in which youth (under 21) took leadership.
Inclusion Award - Sponsored by the Independent Living Centre of Waterloo Region
This award is given to a neighbourhood that has registered an activity that includes its diversity.
Safer Neighbourhood Award - Sponsored by Swanson’s Home Hardware Building Centre
This award is given to a neighbourhood that has registered an activity with the purpose of safety.
Green Neighbourhood Award - Sponsored by Boehmers
Awarded to a neighbourhood that has registered an activity centered on environmental action.
Heritage Award - Sponsored by Grand Valley Society of Architects
Awarded to a neighbourhood that has registered an activity that showcases its heritage.
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