
Flip Chart Notes - Immigration 

All Candidates Meeting 

September 30, 2015 

 

Principles/Language: 

 Canada has an obligation to take in refugees 

 Concerns about refugees across the world (especially Syria). Many groups 

across the region are looking into sponsoring refugees. How do we make this 

process easier? 

 We need to promote unity as we live in this country together. We need to share 

resources. 

 We need to live like neighbours and friends 

 People’s refugee’s status unfairly affects how they are treated and which 

services can be accessed. Much of the language used is denigrating or 

dismissive. 

 Canada needs to measure things more broadly. We need to look at both the 

economic and social impact created by immigration.  

 

Reduce Barriers 

Reduce barriers immigrants and refugees face when coming to Canada related to a 

number of issues, including education, getting credentials recognized, language, 

healthcare, stigma, wait times to come to Canada, need for more affordable housing for 

immigrants and refugees with no access barriers 

 

1. Wait times and lack of accessibility 

 Wait times are especially high for family sponsorships. This needs to be 

prioritized. Applications sit for 18 mos before they are reviewed. Why does it take 

so long? Need to increase staff capacity to review applications. Could create 

summer jobs for college and university students to help speed up the process. 

 CIC needs to reduce red tape to access and ensure decentralized services  

 Immigrants and refugees need more support navigating  the immigration process  

(e.g., forms can be confusing and tedious, difficult to know where to go, burden 

of proof for spousal relationship) 

 The public cannot call CIC to ask questions. People are directed back to the 

website for information, which is not accessible to all.  

 TOEFL - $500 for test can be prohibitive 

 

2. Healthcare 

 IFHP restrictions limit access to health care for refugees 

 How long will it take to re-instate refugee healthcare? 



 Recognition that health of immigrants worsen after they come to Canada 

 Need for preventative healthcare treatment 

 Misconceptions that refugees are getting better healthcare than Candians 

 There is a misconception that more immigrants are coming to Canada that what 

is reflected in reality 

 

Locally 

 Sanctuary City is in the process of being implemented in Waterloo Region 

 The Refugee Health Care Clinic is working 

 


