
 

 

 
 

RE:  2016 City of Kitchener Annual Grant Staff Recommendation 

 
 

December 14, 2015 
 
Dear City of Kitchener Mayor and Councilors: 
 
I am writing to you because I do not agree with the recommendation to de-fund the 
Social Planning Council of Kitchener-Waterloo/Community Information Centre of 
Waterloo Region (now called Social Development Waterloo Region(SDCWR)) for the 
work it does to provide information service to the Kitchener community. I do not 
understand how the City could decide the work done by this agency is unimportant 
and has no value worthy of continued support from the City. The SDCWR has been a 
long-standing partner of our program, the Laurier Community Psychology Program, 
and our research centre, the Centre for Community Research, Learning, and Action. 
As a researcher and educator on community psychology I certainly consider the 
SDCWR to play an important role as a connector and source of engagement in this 
community and continue to do so in the years to come.  
 
Assuming that all community members have equal access and capacity to get their 
information needs met by the Internet is mistaken. Digital inclusion continues to be 
an issue for many and the information overload now available makes it more 
important than ever to have knowledge experts who can mediate access and ensure 
information is packaged in ways that are meaningful and accessible to those who 
need it.  
 
Independent community-based social planning organizations, are accountable to the 
expectations of the community. Local community social planning fits with the 
responsibility of local municipalities. The value of it has been proven time and again 
over its 48 year history. The work of embodies citizen engagement, diversity, quality 
data and information to support problem solving and planning to benefit the overall 
quality of life for everyone in the community. The Centre has always been a place I 
connect with when I try to organize a community even in the region.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Thus, I would like to ask you to reconsider your decision and continue to fund this 
important institution in our community 
 
With kind Regards,  

 

 

Manuel Riemer, PhD 

Associate Professor, Community Psychology & Sustainability Science 

Director, Centre for Community Research, Learning and Action 

Director, Community, Environment & Justice Research Group 

Coordinator, Community Psychology Graduate Program 

Department of Psychology 

Faculty of Science 

mriemer@wlu.ca 

519.884.1970 x2982 
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